
Zoning Regulations – Chapter 36A.2 Development Review Criteria 
SECTION 6913.1. PRIMARY SCENIC RESOURCES AREAS CRITERIA. The following 
criteria shall apply within Scenic Corridors and other Primary Scenic Resources Areas 
as defined or designated in the Open Space and Conservation Element of the San 
Mateo County General Plan:  

(a)  Public views within and from Scenic Corridors shall be protected and enhanced, and 
development shall not be allowed to significantly obscure, detract from, or negatively 
affect the quality of these views. Vegetative screening or setbacks may be used to 
mitigate such impacts. Development visible from Scenic Corridors shall be so 
located and designed as to minimize interference with ridgeline silhouettes.  

(b)  Clear cutting or removal of existing vegetation from rights-of-way is prohibited, 
except in those areas required for road and shoulder alignment or as required for 
reasons of safety, or permitted under subsections (h) and (i).  

(c)  Within a corridor, pathway pavements should be colored or selected to blend in with 
the surrounding landscape.  

(d)  In forested areas, development, including all access roads and parking areas, shall 
be visually screened from Scenic Corridors.  

(e)  Curved approaches to Scenic Corridors shall be used in conjunction with native 
planting to screen access roads from view. Additional planting may be required 
where existing planting is considered insufficient. Planting shall be placed so that it 
does not constitute a safety hazard.  

(f)  The number of access roads to a Scenic Corridor shall be minimized wherever 
possible. Development access roads shall be combined with the intent of minimizing 
intersections with scenic roads, prior to junction with a Scenic Corridor unless 
severely constrained by topography. Traffic loops shall be used to the maximum 
extent possible so that dead-end roads may be minimized.  

(g)  Colors and plant materials shall be selected as necessary to minimize visual impact 
of development upon Scenic Corridors.  

(h)  Selective clearing of vegetation which allows the display of important public views 
may be permitted.  

(i)  Scenic Corridor development should include vista points and roadside rests which 
provide an opportunity to view scenic amenities and natural features.  

(j)  No off-premise outdoor advertising shall be permitted. Other permitted signs shall be 
carefully designed to harmonize with the scenic qualities of Scenic Corridors.  

(k)  No development, with the exception of agricultural uses, shall be permitted on grass 
and/or brush land in Scenic Areas unless such development will be screened 
effectively from existing or proposed public viewing areas or Scenic Corridors.  

(l)  No development shall be permitted on a Designated Primary Landscape Feature.  

(m)  No development shall be permitted to obstruct or significantly detract from views of 
any Scenic Area or Landscape Feature from a Scenic Corridor.  

(n)  Screening as required under this section should not consist of solid fencing, rather it 
should be of natural materials of the area, preferably natural vegetation in 
conjunction with low earth berms.  


